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Choosing a Guru 


Welcome to Issue 62 of Back To Prabhupada (BTP). 

In this issue, we report of an unprecedented ac¬ 
tion taken by the GBC. Although the GBC may al¬ 
ways be deviating from SrTla Prabhupada's orders 
in practice -as our BTP issues continually show-it 
has now actually declared that the orders SrTla 
Prabhupada gave may be abandoned for a course 
of action SrTla Prabhupada did not order. Thus, 
the GBC has established a precedent by which 
ISKCON may now begin officially deviating from 
SrTla Prabhupada's orders. 

1) SrTla Prabhupada describes how false gurus 
may be chosen through blind following: 

"Blind following means: "Oh, there is a svami. 
So many thousands of people are following. Let 
me become his disciple." This is called blind fol¬ 
lowing. You do not know what is that svami, 
whether he is a svami or a rascal. You do not 
know. But because everyone is going, "Oh, let 
me become his disciple." This is blind following, 
without any knowledge, blind following." 
(Lecture, 12/1/69) 

We have shown repeatedly in BTP that this is the 
process occurring in ISKCON, whereby people ac¬ 
cept the GBC gurus blindly. They do not check if the 
GBC gurus have been authorised by SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada, nor do they compare everything the guru says 
with what SrTla Prabhupada says. 

2) However, in discussions with disciples of the 
GBC gurus, they claim that they did not choose their 
guru blindly. Rather, they followed a 2-step process: 

a) First they established philosophically the ab¬ 
solute need to accept and surrender to a guru. 

b) Then they carefully examined the guru before 
choosing him, and found he displayed great "spiritu¬ 
al" qualities, such as singing nice bhajans, giving in¬ 
spiring classes, etc. And, in this way, they selected 
between the 80-odd GBC gurus on offer. 

But, the system in ISKCON is that before a per¬ 
son can proceed to step b), they must first surren¬ 
der to SrTla Prabhupada as their guru for at least 6 
months. And, in this stage, they exclusively worship 
SrTla Prabhupada, recite his pranam mantra and of¬ 


fer their prasadam to him (GBC Resolution 71,1992). 
Thus, they first surrender to SrTla Prabhupada, in a 
similar manner to how they would go on to surren¬ 
der to their GBC guru. Therefore, step a) has already 
been fulfilled by SrTla Prabhupada. 

3) Hence, at this stage, a person has to choose to 
accept a GBC guru, and conclude that they cannot 
continue with SrTla Prabhupada as their guru. A rea¬ 
son given for this is that a "living" or physically pre¬ 
sent guru is a spiritual requirement. After all, this is 
the only "quality" that a GBC guru could possibly "of¬ 
fer", which SrTla Prabhupada "lacks". However, SrTla 
Prabhupada has not stated that one must accept 
such a physically present guru. In addition, the guru 
that the prospective disciple will have chosen: 

a) Will in most cases himself have had no "liv¬ 
ing guru" for over 40 years (SrTla Prabhupada having 
physically departed in 1977); 

b) And in some cases will have never met their 
guru, SrTla Prabhupada. 

Clearly, therefore, there cannot be a spiritual re¬ 
quirement for a physically present diksa guru, when 
SrTla Prabhupada himself never physically presented 
himself to many of his disciples! 

4) Thus, in reality, disciples of the GBC gurus may 
seek to fulfil a personal rather than spiritual need, 
when choosing a GBC guru over SrTla Prabhupada. 
They may desire to have a guru that they can phys¬ 
ically interact with. Or they choose a GBC guru be¬ 
cause it allows them to instantly "belong" to a world¬ 
wide network of followers. Or because without get¬ 
ting initiated by one it is impossible to "advance" 
up the ISKCON hierarchy. And so on. But, whatever 
the reason, it requires being blind to a spiritual fact: 
that SrTla Prabhupada stated he would continue to 
function as the Acarya, and therefore, diksa guru, of 
ISKCON for its lifetime. A fact which forms the very 
foundation of ISKCON, as unwittingly admitted by 
even the GBC in their "Founder -Acarya" booklet, 
which they labelled as a "Foundational Document". 

Thank you and Hare Krishna. 

In SrTla Prabhupada's service, 

Krishnakant 
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Quotes, Notes and News.15 
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IRM Mission Statement 

S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami SrTla Prabhupada from our 
material vision on November 14,1977, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), the 
great movement that he single-handedly founded in 1966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has un¬ 
dergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity.This has been due to various deviations from the instruc¬ 
tions and standards given by SrTla Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the sole diksa 
guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and 
philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that SrTla Prabhupada 
gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position is set out in 
The Final Order-see back page to order your free copy. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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GBC States Srila Prabhupada Can Be Disobeyed 


In previous articles about POP, the Prabhu- 
pada-Only Paradigm, we have demonstrat¬ 
ed that, in order to truly follow Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada, we must only accept recorded orders 
from him. And that accepting sources other 
than Srila Prabhupada (Prabhupada-Free Par¬ 
adigm or PFP) cannot guarantee that one will 
actually be following Srila Prabhupada's or¬ 
ders. These articles warned of the dangers of 
accepting PFP as a substitute for the lack of a 
recorded order from Srila Prabhupada (POP). 
However, the dangers of not sticking with POP 
have now escalated, with the GBC announcing 
that non-Srlla Prabhupada sources (PFP) can 
be used to actually override and disobey Srila 
Prabhupada's orders. All emphases added. 

Srila Prabhupada overruled 

The GBC issued the following resolution: 
"303: Sastric Advisory Committee's Rama- 
navaml Paper (originally passed by Corre¬ 
spondence Vote in March) Resolved: That the 
GBC accepts the recommendations and con¬ 
clusion as found on pages 34-36 of the SAC pa¬ 
per on Rama-navamT fasting." 

(GBC, Midterm General Meeting, 15-21/10/18) 

The Sastric Advisory Committee ("SAC"), 
is an advisory body to the GBC, and its paper 
referred to here is titled "Rama-navamT Obser¬ 
vance & Fasting". The paper accepts that in re¬ 
gards to Lord Ramacandra's appearance day: 

"There is ample evidence" that "Srila 
Prabhupada instructed to fast until even¬ 
ing or moonrise in letters, and in lectures", 
(p. 4) 

We can note that Srila Prabhupada fur¬ 
ther ordered that the fast be broken in the 
same way as on Lord Caitanya's appearance 
day-with non-grain Ekadasi prasadam: 

"Our next ceremony is Lord Ramacan¬ 
dra's birthday, on the 7th of April. It should 
be observed in the same way as Lord 
Caitanya's Appearance Day ". 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 26/3/68) 

"You shall observe Lord Caitanya's 
birthday as follows [...] In the evening the 
devotees should take food as in the Ekada¬ 
si days." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 14/3/67) 

However, the paper's conclusion, which 
the aforementioned GBC resolution accepts, 
states that these orders of Srila Prabhupada 
are not to be followed, and that instead: 
"Specifically for Rama-navamT: "fasting until 
worship of the Lord is completed at the time 


of his appearance at noon [...]" The type of 
prasadam served to complete the fasting vow 
may be grains ". 

(p. 34-35) 

Anything can be overruled 

The reasons the paper presents for over¬ 
turning these orders of Srila Prabhupada are: 

• "adherence solely to his written and 
transcribed instructions would deprive us 
of fidelity to what he actually did" (p. 33) 
(and "what he actually did" is based entirely on 
some old "memories"-see next article). 

• Fasts and how they are broken "should 
follow Srila Prabhupada's mood" (p. 34). 

• "Srila Prabhupada's general orders to 
preach and the local leaders' considerations 
of time, place, and circumstances" (p. 34). 

Thus, this disobedience is based on that 
which is objective - Srila Prabhupada's re¬ 
corded orders - being overruled with what is 
subjective: memories combined with an inter¬ 
pretation of what Srila Prabhupada's "mood" 
is, and "local leaders' considerations" of what 
should be done according to "time, place 
and circumstances". Therefore, this is not only 
about disobeying Srila Prabhupada's orders for 
fasting on Lord Ramacandra's appearance day. 
Rather, the real significance of this change is 
that the GBC has now accepted a methodology 
by which any order Srila Prabhupada gave can 
be overturned. Indeed, the GBC also accepts 
the SAC's general recommendation that the 
"length of the fast" and "prasadam served" 
to break fasts even for other "Visnu-tattva 
appearance days [...] should follow Srila 
Prabhupada's mood" (p. 34), rather than just 
following Srila Prabhupada's recorded orders. 
In essence, the GBC has established a principle 
that as long as they can find some devotees to 
"remember" something different to the orders 
Srila Prabhupada gave, and the GBC claims 
that Srila Prabhupada's "mood" somehow con¬ 
tradicts his own orders, then these orders can 
be overturned. 

Disobedience as a principle 

Thus, the GBC can no longer claim that the 
ISKCON which they manage is a society that is 
based on Srila Prabhupada's authority, as the 
GBC has agreed that such authority can be 
overturned based on the authority of his dis¬ 
ciples (their "memories" and interpretations). 
This is a violation of the GBC's own purpose: 

"The GBC accepts as its life and soul His 



divine instructions L..1 The GBC has no oth¬ 
er function or purpose other than to exe¬ 
cute the instructions so kindly given by His 
Divine Grace". 

(Definition of GBC, GBC Resolution 1,1975) 

No authority is given to the GBC above to 
override these "divine instructions" based on 
their subjective considerations of Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada's "mood" and what they think "hap¬ 
pened" based on "memories". Thus, it does 
not matter how "correct" these other "consid- 
erations"-such as memories, interpretations 
by local leaders based on "time, place and 
circumstances", what is best for the "preach¬ 
ing", etc.-may appear. Because Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada has not stated that such considerations 
are authorised by him as being superior to his 
own orders, and thereby authorised to over¬ 
turn his authority and his orders. Therefore, the 
GBC accepting this overturning of Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada's orders means that, in today's ISKCON, 
Srila Prabhupada's actual orders can be over¬ 
turned and disobeyed as a principle. 

Conclusion 

It is now official that there are two diamet¬ 
rically opposed visions for how Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada must be accepted. 

1) The vision of the IRM, accepts that- 

"The order of the spiritual master is the 
active principle in spiritual life. Anyone who 
disobeys the order of the spiritual master 
immediately becomes useless." 

(Cc., Adi-hla, 12.10) 

-and that, therefore, these actual orders 
which Srila Prabhupada gave (POP), should be 
followed. 

2) The vision of the GBC is that these or¬ 
ders can be disobeyed- something which is 
now an official fact since it is documented in 
writing in the GBC's resolution. 




Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 




















Page 4 • Issue 62 • Vol. 2, 2019 • Back To Prabhupada 


Deceit Used to Prop up Disobedience 


The previous article explained the method¬ 
ology accepted by the GBC of using non-Srlla 
Prabhupada sources to disobey SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's recorded orders. Not only is this meth¬ 
odology unauthorised, but we will show that 
it was employed using deceit and false rea¬ 
soning, thereby highlighting the desperation 
to somehow achieve the circumvention of SrT¬ 
la Prabhupada's orders. 

Orders for devotees 

SrTla Prabhupada stated that guests who 
visit the temple are not expected to follow the 
standards of the devotees: 

"We cannot expect our guests to follow 
all our principles, but whoever lives in the 
temple must follow." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Letter, 12/1/74) 

Consequently, his orders regarding fasts 
that were to be followed by the devotees were 
not intended for those visiting the temple, and 
instead SrTla Prabhupada sanctioned different 
arrangements for the latter on festival days: 

Satsvarupa: "Pancadravida Swami will or¬ 
ganize how to distribute prasadam to all visit¬ 
ing pilgrims on Gaura-PGrnima dav . [...]" 

Srlla Prabhupada: " Ask everyone visiting. 
"Please take pro sodom. ” [...]" 

Tamala Krsna: "SrTla Prabhupada, what 
kind of prasadam would you suggest?" 

Srlla Prabhupada: “ Khicuri . [...] Give them 
sumptuous food. [...] sweet rice [...] Then peo¬ 
ple will be very much satisfied." 

(Room Conversation, 4/3/77, emphases added) 

Maharhsa: " then on the 18th morning [...] 
we have made these kinds of packages [...] a 
little prasadam feast [...] we'll be giving every¬ 
one who comes [...] And then in the evening 
[...] JanmastamT program. This is for public." 

Srila Prabhupada: "[...] Anyone comes, if 
you have made packages for distribution, give 
a packag e." 

(Evening Darsana, 16/8/76, emphases added) 

Thus, those visiting the temples on fes¬ 
tival days could be offered sumptuous grain 
prasadam without timing restrictions, since the 
visitors, unlike the devotees, were not expect¬ 
ed to observe the fasts. 

Unnecessary, irrelevant reasoning 

Yet, the GBC-accepted SAC (Sastric Adviso¬ 
ry Committee) paper mentioned in the previ¬ 
ous article changed SrTla Prabhupada's orders 
for fasts to be observed by devotees, by argu¬ 
ing that instead of following these orders one 


should: 

"follow SrTla Prabhupada's mood. His mood is 
primarily that of preaching and engaging eve¬ 
ryone in celebrating Krsna consciousness. [...] 
on major festival days [...] He would also ar¬ 
range for an opulent feast [...] if we serve aus¬ 
tere (or very unusual) prasadam, we will be lim¬ 
ited both in attracting the public and "to bring 
the members of the Society together with 
each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime en¬ 
tity." [...] Both the timing of completing the 
fast and the type of prasadam served should 
be based on what would most facilitate the en¬ 
thusiastic participation of the local communi¬ 
ty of devotees and the maximum outreach ef¬ 
fect regarding the general public." 

(p. 34) 

a) But since SrTla Prabhupada had already 
allowed for different arrangements to be made 
for those visiting the temple, these arguments 
are unnecessary. 

b) Thus, these arguments are irrelevant, 
since arrangements made by SrTla Prabhupada 
for preaching to those visiting the temple are 
not the same as the orders SrTla Prabhupada 
gave for the devotees to follow, and thus one 
cannot change the latter based on the former. 

These obvious points would have been 
known to the SAC and GBC if they concentrat¬ 
ed on studying SrTla Prabhupada's orders rath¬ 
er than finding ways to disobey them! 

Twisting memories 

As already noted in the previous and ear¬ 
lier articles, one cannot use "memories" as 
a substitute for, or to override, SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's actual orders (POP). However, we will 
note that the SAC paper cheats even when us¬ 
ing this unauthorised method to supplant SrTla 
Prabhupada's orders. The paper presents a 
number of memories on pages 25-28 from 
SrTla Prabhupada's disciples. Regarding these 
memories, the paper claims that: 

"SrTla Prabhupada's verbal instruction on the 
day of Rama-navamT itself and his instruction 
and practice on locations when Rama-navamT 
was occurring was to fast until noon". 

(p. 5, emphases added) 

However, only one of the memories even 
makes any reference to something that SrTla 
Prabhupada actually said on the day of Rama- 
navamT, and this memory from Giriraja Swa¬ 
mi ("GRS") states: 

"Srlla Prabhupada agreed" that "we 
fasted until sunset". GRS then claims that lat¬ 



er on SrTla Prabhupada also told him that he 
could find out what the local Hindu temples 
did and this could be followed. And GRS found 
out that the local Hindu temples broke their 
fast at noon. 

But this is not the same as Srila Prabhupa¬ 
da giving an instruction to "fast until noon", as 
the paper claims. On the contrary, GRS states 
that SrTla Prabhupada agreed that fasting is 
done until "sunset", which corresponds with 
his recorded orders! In addition, virtually all of 
the rest of the memories that deal with what 
happened when SrTla Prabhupada was phys¬ 
ically present on Rama-navamT, refer to the 
grand opening of the Vrndavana Krsna-Bal- 
arama temple. These memories describe how 
SrTla Prabhupada wanted a grand grain feast to 
be served at around noon for the opening to 
the "6,000" visitors. But these are not relevant, 
as we already established in the first section 
that SrTla Prabhupada authorised that the tem¬ 
ples not force the guests to follow the fasts! 

Thus, even though the SAC is relying on 
unauthorised, non-SrTla Prabhupada sources, 
it still needs to resort to presenting irrelevant 
memories and then misrepresenting the sole 
memory that has some relevance! 

Conclusion 

Thus, the SAC was not even able to pro¬ 
duce one memory supporting its claim that 
SrTla Prabhupada directly said temple devo¬ 
tees should "fast until noon". Though, even if 
they could, it would not matter, since we are 
not in any case authorised to change SrTla 
Prabhupada's orders using what someone may 
"remember" 'SrTla Prabhupada said": 

"Unless it is there from me in writing, 
there are so many things that "Prabhupada 
said"" 

(Srlla Prabhupada Letter, 2/9/75) 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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ISKCON’s New Authority System 


m 


Originally, ISKCON's leaders always adopted 
the tack that their conclusions were complete¬ 
ly based on direct orders from SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada. Thus, in 1978, the GBC claimed that the 
Great Guru Hoax, Part 1 was based on simply 
following the “fact" that SrTla Prabhupada had 
directly appointed 11 successors (all emphases 
in article added): 

"for 1978, no new Spiritual Masters shall 
be a ppointed other than the 11 selected by 
Srlla Prabhupada ." 

(GBC Resolution No. 16,19/3/78) 

Although this claim is incorrect, at least 
by claiming that it was SrTla Prabhupada's di¬ 
rect order, ISKCON's leadership still accepted 
that we should only and always execute SrTla 
Prabhupada's direct orders. However, due to 
the IRM's vigorous preaching in multiple lan¬ 
guages all over the world, and SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's Vedabase becoming widely availa¬ 
ble, SrTla Prabhupada's actual orders have be¬ 
come widely known. This has thus made the 
GBC's false claims about SrTla Prabhupada's or¬ 
ders harder to sustain. Consequently, ISKCON's 
leaders, unable to justify their conclusions by 
quoting SrTla Prabhupada, have simply decid¬ 
ed to not quote SrTla Prabhupada. Hence, di¬ 
rectly disobeying SrTla Prabhupada's orders, as 
shown in the previous two articles, is supple¬ 
mented with not bothering to reference SrTla 
Prabhupada's orders at all! 

Srlla Prabhupada's guru system 

A prominent example of dispensing with 
SrTla Prabhupada's authority altogether is in 
regards to the teachings about the bona fide 
spiritual master. SrTla Prabhupada's teachings 
about the bona fide spiritual master are very 
clear - such a person is in complete knowledge 
and never deviates: 

"the conclusion is that a spiritual mas¬ 
ter who is one hundred percent Krsna con¬ 
scious is the bona fide spiritual master". 

( Bg ., 2 . 8 ) 

"A bona fide spiritual master is in the 
disciplic succession from time eternal, and 
he does not deviate at all from the instruc¬ 
tions of the Supreme Lord". 

[Bg., 4.42) 

Consequently, SrTla Prabhupada nev¬ 
er gave any orders regarding how to set up a 
guru system involving faulty gurus, whereby 
the guru may fall down, may need to be put on 
probation, suspended, removed, reinstated, 
rectified, etc., as currently happens in ISKCON. 


Look elsewhere 

The proof for this is ISKCON's leaders not 
even attempting to justify their GBC guru sys¬ 
tem by making reference to SrTla Prabhupada's 
orders. Rather, they claim authority from else¬ 
where: 

"For instance in the Govinda-Bhajan- 
amrta by Narahari Sarakara Thakura [...] he 
says even in the case if the diksa guru be¬ 
comes fallen the disciple should approach 
him and beg him to come back to Krsna 
consciousness T...1 if the diksa guru doesn't 
have enough knowledge to help the dis¬ 

ciple [...] when his disciple goes and gets 
some siksa he should bring that teaching 
back to the diksa guru and share it with him 

[...] Now they give, the sastras, very specif¬ 
ic instances under which one can leave the 
guru [...] the person becomes inimical to 
Visnu . Or becomes hopelessly lost ". 

(HG Vaisesika Dasa Lecture, Okinawa, 4-5/4/19) 

So, in contrast to SrTla Prabhupada's per¬ 
fect bona fide gurus, we are taught that the 
bona fide guru can become demoniac and 
may need his disciple to help instruct him! 
What is missing from this "explanation" by 
GBC-elecfed guru HG Vaisesika Dasa are 
the words "SrTla Prabhupada", because SrTla 
Prabhupada never teaches these things. On 
the contrary, as we have just seen, he teaches 
the opposite. So, to give a different teaching, 
the GBC gurus are forced to look elsewhere. 

Now, we have explained previously that 
trying to consult previous acaryas is known 
as "jumping over" and is forbidden. Howev¬ 
er, even if we leave aside this point, the sim¬ 
ple fact remains that if you need to consult an¬ 
yone or anything other than SrTla Prabhupada 
to make your case, it means you cannot make 
your case based on SrTla Prabhupada's teach¬ 
ings. Otherwise you could just quote Srlla 
Prabhupada . Hence, not adhering to the POP 
(Prabhupada-Only Paradigm, i.e. only quot¬ 
ing SrTla Prabhupada's recorded orders), is it¬ 
self evidence that the person is defeated. As 
one is admitting that one is following some¬ 
thing that was not ordered by SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada. Thus, this is yet another feature of POP - 
its absence is immediate proof that the person 
is admitting defeat. 

ISKCON's supreme authority 

We must accept that SrTla Prabhupada is 
ISKCON's supreme authority and Acarya : 

"His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 



Swami Prabhupada [...] the International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness of which 
He is the Founder -Acarya and supreme au¬ 
thority ." 

(GBC Resolution 1,1975) 

Thus, the issue is not even whether teach¬ 
ings not given directly by SrTla Prabhupada are 
"Vedic". The issue is that if SrTla Prabhupada did 
not order something, then we do not do it in 
ISKCON, period. Otherwise, it makes the fact 
that SrTla Prabhupada is the Acarya and su¬ 
preme authority of ISKCON meaningless. For 
then we could have a 'free-for-all' - we can do 
anything at all in ISKCON, despite SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada not having authorised it, as long as we 
can find some source or teacher within the 
"Vedic" tradition that we can interpret as sup¬ 
porting our proposition. 

Conclusion 

Combining this with the previous articles, 
we can see that ISKCON's leadership is contin¬ 
ually working to develop a "parallel" system 
of authority to SrTla Prabhupada's directly re¬ 
corded orders. This parallel system, consisting 
of anything and everything, such as "memo¬ 
ries", interpreting SrTla Prabhupada's "mood", 
the "Vedic tradition", etc., is invoked whenever 
they come across the "inconvenience" of there 
being no recorded orders from SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada supporting what they want to do. How¬ 
ever: 

1) If one does not quote SrTla Prabhupada 
directly - it means the activity cannot be done, 
because SrTla Prabhupada is the "supreme au¬ 
thority", and thus, without his direct orders, we 
do not have his authority. 

2) If one does not quote SrTla Prabhupada 
directly - that in itself is an admission that one 
is engaging in unauthorised activity. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The False Ego Expansion Program 


There is no dispute that to progress in Krsna 
consciousness we should be doing everything 
possible to give up our false ego: 

"That is bhakti-marga, that you have to 
give up your false ego." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 30/1/73) 

"Bhakti-marga" means the path of Bhakti or 
devotion to Lord Krsna. 

False identity = false ego 

Srila Prabhupada explains that the false 
ego is increased by having a false identity (all 
emphases in article added): 

"the false ego acts, and because of false 
identification, one takes things to be differ¬ 
ent from what they actually are. That is the 
basic principle of conditional life ." 

(SB, 3.27.16) 

"First thing is that ego, if you are qual¬ 
ified with false ego, that ego development 
is dangerous for you . Suppose you are..., 
you are falsely thinking that you are king. 
Although you are a servant, you are think¬ 

ing. "I am king." This is false ego ." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 9/12/72) 

"If you falsely think that "I am this," so 
what is the use of such increasing that ego? 
It is psychologically wrong. Just like mad¬ 
man, he is thinking, " I am the king of this 
Ahmedabad ." And if he increases that ego, 
what benefit he'll get? Just like the madman 
does also. He falls down on the street: "I am 
the king." [laughs]. So this kind of false ego 
increasing is simply suicidal ." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 9/12/72) 

Hence, it is very clear that having any sort 
of false identity, where one is identified as be¬ 
ing something one is not, can only help in¬ 
crease the false ego, rather than reduce it. 

False guru identity encouraged 

1) The GBC guru system accepts that its 
gurus may be at any level of realisation: 

"When the GBC allows a devotee to take up 
the service of initiating, it does not thereby en¬ 
dorse him as an uttama-adhikari or "pure dev¬ 
otee" or certify his having achieved any specif¬ 
ic state of realization. Rather, the GBC indicates 
that it has no objection to his initiating disci¬ 
ples within ISKCON." 

(GBC Resolutions, No. 409, 2004) 

2) However, they must all be accepted 
and worshipped as being at the highest pos¬ 
sible level of spiritual realisation, "as good as 
God", or" saksad-hari ", regardless of their ac¬ 


tual level of advancement. For, they must be 
worshipped every day by their disciples with 
the Guruvastakam (" Sarhsara-dava ") prayers, 
during the morning mahgala-arati ceremony. 
These prayers state that the "spiritual master is 
very much expert in assisting the gopis " (verse 
6), and that he is to be "honored as much as 
the Supreme Lord", " saksad-hari " (verse 7). 
GBC-elected guru HH Jayadvaita Swami 
("JAS") made this clear in his " Kirtana Stand¬ 
ards Seminar" for ISKCON: 

"" Sarhsara-dava " is not the Prabhupada song. 
It's the guru song. It's the song offering respect 
to the spiritual master which doesn't mean the 
Found er-Acarya of ISKCON. [...] Gurvastakam, 
that's good for your Guru Maharaja Ispiritual 
masterl, his Guru Maharaja, my Guru Maharaja. 

their Guru Maharaja ." 

(JAS, Kirtana Standards Seminar, 11/14) 

3) Thus, the GBC guru system institutional¬ 
ises a program to help increase the false ego, 
whereby one who is not on the level of saksad- 
hari is falsely accepted and worshipped as if he 
possesses this identity. Srila Prabhupada states 
this should not be done: 

"Although Prthu Maharaja was factually 
an incarnation of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, he nonetheless rejected those 
praises because the qualities of the Su¬ 
preme Person were not yet manifest in him. 
He wanted to stress that one who does not 
actually possess these qualities should not 
try to engage his followers and devotees in 

offering him glory for them ". 

(SB, 4.15.23) 

As good as the U.S. president 

GBC-elected guru HH Sivarama Swami 
("SRS") explains this false identity GBC guru 
program in the following conversation with 
disciples on 22/1/19: 

"And Prahlada Maharaja, he saw Krsna in a pil¬ 
lar. And then Krsna came out of the pillar. So 
even if the guru is like a pillar, in other words, 
he's not very Krsna conscious, but if you're 
like Prahlada Maharaja then you can see Krsna 
there. Saksad-hari. And Krsna will come out." 

SRS uses the example of Krsna coming out 
of the pillar when Prahlada Maharaja saw Krsna 
there. But Krsna really was present in the pil¬ 
lar. Whereas, as SRS admits, one has to imagine 
that the "not very Krsna conscious" GBC guru is 
actually " saksad-hari ", and that it is this imag¬ 
ination which will cause Krsna to "come out". 
The bizarre justification gets worse, with SRS 



Srila Prabhupada: Condemns false 
ego programs like GBC guru system 


desperately evoking the U.S. president: 

"It's like you want to become an American cit¬ 
izen [...] then it doesn't matter who the presi¬ 
dent is, [...] He may be a great person, he may 
not be such a great person, but the criteria to 
become an American remains. [...] And the ex¬ 
pectation of the citizen is the same. So same 
thing, saksad-hari. Just as good as Hari." 

Thus, SRS claims that, just as the U.S. pres¬ 
ident must be accepted as the president, re¬ 
gardless of whether he is honest or corrupt, so 
must the guru be accepted "as good as Hari 
(God)". But any citizen over 35 can become the 
U.S. president, without requiring any personal 
qualifications. Whereas a guru is the exact op¬ 
posite; he requires every spiritual qualification. 
Hence he is considered "as good as God", be¬ 
cause he actually is! And yet SRS claims it is the 
"same thing". Thus, an apt summary of the GBC 
guru false ego expansion program should be: 

GBC guru: Not really 'as good as God 7 , 
but at least 'as good as the U.S. president'! 

Conclusion 

Srila Prabhupada states: 

" ahahkara-vimudhatma [Bg, 3.27]: by 
false ego they have become befooled. [...] 
He is not actually master, but under the in¬ 
fluence of different modes of material na¬ 
ture he is feeling. "I am master . I am enjoy- 
er. I am bhokta ." This is the trouble." 
(Lecture, 1/5/72) 

Similarly, the GBC guru 'is not actually mas¬ 
ter on the level of saksad-hari’ , but it is accept¬ 
ed that 'he is master on the level of saksad- 
hari'. Hence, the GBC guru program, which is 
based on the imagination of false identities, 
can only help to increase the false ego, which 
Srila Prabhupada says is "simply suicidal" (see 
Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 9/12/72, given in the 
middle of the first column). 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Guru Ambition Causes Vision Impairment 


In a lecture given on 25/2/19 (iskconirm. 
com/KAL- "Expanding the Guru Network"-ar¬ 
chived May 2019), ISKCON GBC-elected guru 
Kalakantha Dasa ("KAL") argues that SrTla 
Prabhupada wanted all of his disciples to be¬ 
come acaryas and succeed him as the initiating 
Acarya of ISKCON. However, his arguments are 
all based on his inability to simply read what 
SrTla Prabhupada actually states. Statements 
from KAL are highlighted in the shaded boxes 
below. All emphases added. 

10 million successor acaryas 

"the role of Acarya is just so inflated, even to¬ 
day, that most devotees think, 'I could never 
do that.' But that was not what Prabhupada 
wanted [...] that's why I wrote this poem, 
'cause I really want to make this point. Prabhu¬ 
pada wanted everyone to take this service. 
And we don't have to have thousands of disci¬ 
ples. If we have that capacity, wonderful". 

KAL claims that SrTla Prabhupada want¬ 
ed all of us to become deary as who may have 
many disciples and thus succeed SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada as the diksa (initiating) guru of ISKCON. 
He states above that he wrote a poem which 
gives SrTla Prabhupada's order for these suc¬ 
cessor acaryas- an order that he claims was 
given in 1975 in Mayapur: 

"So, in 1975 I was fortunate to be in Mayapur 
where SrTla Prabhupada was giving a morning 
class [...] I've written about this in a Vyasa-pOja 
offering poem. [...] 

Ten thousand worldwide more or less 
When you become acaryas then 
You'll multiply yourself by ten 
One hundred thousand soon shall be 
One million acaryas you'll see 
A million then will soon expand 
To ten million, that is my plan". 

Srlla Prabhupada's actual words 

KAL stated that this order from 1975 in 
Mayapur referred to expanding from "ten 
thousand" to "ten million". This is the quote: 

"Suppose you have got now ten thou¬ 
sand. We shall expand to hundred thou¬ 
sand. That is required. Then hundred thou¬ 
sand to million, and million to ten million." 
(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, Mayapur, 6/4/75) 

However, SrTla Prabhupada states that the 
ten million would be an expansion of the "ten 
thousand" which existed at the time. That "ten 
thousand" was, as KAL himself admits, the 


number of Sri la Prabhupada's initiated disciples : 
"at that time Prabhupada had about ten thou¬ 
sand, he estimated, ten thousand disciples". 

Therefore, SrTla Prabhupada is speaking lit¬ 
erally about expanding the number of his in¬ 
itiated disciples . And he definitely could not 
have been speaking about expanding the 
number of successor diksa gurus, because 
none of them existed at the time, and you can¬ 
not expand that which does not exist! Hence, 
rather than this being evidence for making 
10 million successor diksa gurus who may 
have thousands of their own disciples, this is 
evidence for expanding the number of SrTla 
Prabhupada's own disciples. Thus, KAL argues 
for a conclusion that is the opposite of SrTla 
Prabhupada's actual words! 

Leaves the family 

KAL also claims the following as evidence 
for these supposed successor diksa guru 
acaryas: 

"So, what is the natural outcome of a person 
who lives as a good brahmacari, enters into 
grhastha life, lives as a responsible grhastha, 
giving asmnuch as possible in Kfsna's service, 
and then has a family, raises a family for Krsna, 
leaves the family at the appropriate time? [...] 
Living the whole life in Krsna Consciousness? 
[...] What is the order of Caitanya Mahaprab- 
hu? Yare dekha, tare kaha 'krsna'-upadesa 
amara ajnaya guru hand tarn' ei desa. So, one 
who follows the Acarya becomes an acarya, 
that is the natural progression of things." 

KAL argues that, for one who has spent his 
whole life in Krsna consciousness as a prop¬ 
er brahmacari and grhastha, and then "leaves 
the family at the appropriate time", the "nat¬ 
ural progression" is that he will become an 
acarya- which, as we saw earlier, KAL defines 
as a successor diksa guru. The "evidence" he 
quotes is the following: 

"yare dekha , tare kaha 'krsna'-upadesa 

amara ajnaya guru hand tara'ei desa 

"Instruct everyone to follow the orders 
of Lord Sri Krsna as they are given in the 
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam . In 
this way become a spiritual master and try 
to liberate everyone in this land." 

(Cc., Madhya-lila , 7.128) 

More opposite preaching 

But this verse does not refer to some¬ 
one who has spent his whole life in Krsna 
consciousness as a proper brahmacari and 



grhastha, and then "leaves the family at the ap¬ 
propriate time", to engage in a "progression" 
to become something else. It states the exact 
opposite- instead referring to regular congre¬ 
gational-type beginners, who should remain at 
home with their family and stay in their full¬ 
time non-devotional jobs and become purified 
by chanting: 

"The brahmana begged Lord Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu, "My dear Lord, kindly show 
me favor and let me go with You." [...] 
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu replied, "Don't 
speak like that again. Better to remain at 
home and chant the holy name of Krsna al¬ 
ways. It is not advisable in this age of Kali 
to leave one's family suddenly, for peo¬ 
ple are not trained as proper brahmacaris 
and grhasthas . [...] It would be better to re¬ 
main with his family [...] In the next verse 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu advises everyone to 
become an ideal householder [...] people 
throughout the world should take advan¬ 
tage of this movement and chant the Hare 
Krsna maha-mantra at home with their fam¬ 

ilies . [...] one should stay at home, chant 
the Hare Krsna mantra [...] One may re¬ 
main a householder, a medical practitioner, 
an engineer or whatever . [...] One has to be¬ 
come purified at home by chanting the Hare 
Krsna maha-mantra". 

(Cc., Madhya-lila , 7.126-30) 

Thus, as before, KAL states the opposite of 
what SrTla Prabhupada actually stated! 

Conclusion 

The urge to be unauthorisedly worshipped 
as a "good as God" diksa guru is so strong that 
it goes beyond simply blinding one to reality. 
It actually makes one see the opposite of what 
is there! 

"As soon as personal motivation comes 
in it is not possible for one to understand 
our Krishna Consciousness philosophy." 
(Srlla Prabhupada Letter, 21/9/70) 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 































Page 8 • Issue 62 • Vol. 2, 2019 • Back To Prabhupada 


BTP Interactive 


ISKCON guru's identity crisis 

"You printed a letter in BTP 60 which ref¬ 
erenced ISKCON GBC guru Kripamoya Dasa's 
shameless hypocrisy and contradictory dou¬ 
ble standards ["Defaming Prophet Muham¬ 
mad"-EdJ. This intrigued me and got me to 
look more closely into his statements, as he is 
a well known preacher here in the UK. I was 
amazed to find that Kripamoya Dasa has a 
long history of contradicting himself, especial¬ 
ly when it comes to the issue of Islam. Some 
examples below (emphases added): 
Non-sectarian Kripamoya 
"when I first met the devotees, [...] I said, 
well, I suppose you're going to tell me that 
you're right and everybody else is wrong. [...] 
because you've made a choice for the path 
of Krishna-bhakti and that means that you've 
chosen it over all the others. They said 'no, we 
can't say that, because Krishna doesn't say it, 
He says everybody is on His path, and that 

there's only one path. ' But on that one path, as 
you surrender to Krishna, as you come to un¬ 
derstand Him, as you work out your relation¬ 
ship to Him, then He reveals Himself accord¬ 
ingly to you. So that answer satisfied me and 
I, of course, I stayed with the devotees up un¬ 
til today." 

(Kripamoya broadcast, 22/10/18) 

Anti-Islam sectarian Kripamoya 

"My response to an old friend, a former 
Vaishnava, who asks me to enter Islam : [...] 
Unfortunately, as you may know, I already 
have a conviction about the nature of eterni¬ 
ty and the means to achieve it. I am sorry that 
our eternities do not match, and the means of 
attaining them also seem to be incompatible ." 

(Kripamoya on Twitter, 2/1/18) 

Non-sectarian Kripamoya 
"the local Hindu temples began ringing 
bells, followed by the amplified calls to prayer 
from the minarets of the nearby mosques . The 
sounds all blended into a chorus of praise for 
the one God, who is known by many names." 
(Kripamoya article, "My Dawn Chorus", 27/6/08) 
Anti-Islam sectarian Kripamoya 
"The Muslim call to prayer may be an es¬ 
sential part of the faith-but not the amplifica¬ 
tion thereof. Calls should be unamplified ." 
(Kripamoya on social media, 30/10/16)" 

- Chetan Thankey, Lancing, UK 
Editor replies: 

We applaud your research, which provides 
further support for our original conclusions. It 
seems that Kripamoya Dasa has an identity cri¬ 


sis, with two personalities contained within the 
same body: Sometimes he is the ecumenical, 
non-sectarian preacher, and other times he is 
the inimical, sectarian preacher. Thus, some¬ 
times he accepts that although there appear 
to be different religious paths, they are not in¬ 
compatible because actually there is only one 
religious path that everyone is on. But then, 
other times, he also states that there are differ¬ 
ent religious paths which are actually incom¬ 
patible! He approves of the amplified calls to 
prayer from mosques praising God, but also 
does not approve of the same. And thus one 
can never be sure which Kripamoya one may 
encounter at any particular time! 

Jesus Christ and Srila Prabhupada 

"In BTP 57, due to a number of requests, 
you exposed a video by an ISKCON devotee 
named Hanuman Dasa (Hrvoje Marjanovic), 
showing how he committed a great blasphe¬ 
my against Srila Prabhupada by declaring that 
accepting Srila Prabhupada as guru is "dead 
guru-tattva" and "zombie guru nonsense". He 
now claims that: 

"Christians claim that Jesus is the only 
guru, rtviks, who are nothing more than new- 
age Christians, are trying to destroy the param¬ 
para by claiming that Srila Prabhupada is the 
only diksa guru." (3/2/19) 

Could you please help us again by answer¬ 
ing these points. 

Thank you and keep up the good work. 
Hare Krishna." 

- Shankar Lai, Bangalore, India 

Editor replies: 

1 ) Srila Prabhupada approves of the Chris¬ 
tians accepting Jesus as their only guru: 

"The spiritual master has to take the re¬ 
sponsibility for all the sinful activities of his 
disciples. Therefore to make many disciples 
is a risky job unless one is able to assimilate 
all the sins. [...] He takes responsibility for 
all the fallen souls. That idea is also in the 
Bible. Jesus Christ took all the sinful reac¬ 
tions of the people and sacrificed his life. 
That is the responsibility of a spiritual mas¬ 
ter. [...] Actually, one who is guided by Je¬ 
sus Christ will certainly get liberation." 
(Perfect Questions, Perfect Answers, Ch. 6 & 9) 

"When you read the Bible, you follow 
the spiritual master. How can you say with¬ 
out? As soon as you read the Bible, that 
means you are following the instruction of 
Lord Jesus Christ. That means that you are 



Srila Prabhupada: 

Current link in the parampara 

following the spiritual master. [...] Spiritu¬ 
al master is eternal [...] As you say that "by 
reading Bible", when you read Bible that 
means you are following the Spiritual Mas¬ 
ter represented by some priest or some cler¬ 
gyman in the line of Lord Jesus Christ." 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 2/10/68) 

"You must follow one acarya, like Chris¬ 
tians, they follow Christ, acarya . [...] You 
must follow some acarya [...] Evarh param- 
para-praptam ." 

(Srila Prabhupada, Room Conversation, 20/5/75) 

There is no statement from Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada stating the opposite of the above, and 
that instead of following Jesus Christ as the 
spiritual master, Christians should be follow¬ 
ing a "living" successor spiritual master to Je¬ 
sus Christ. 

2) If one claims that Srila Prabhupada re¬ 
maining as the diksa guru can "destroy the par¬ 
ampara (disciplic succession)", one would need 
to support this claim with a quote from Srila 
Prabhupada teaching this. But Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada has never taught that the presence of 
a bona fide guru such as himself as the cur¬ 
rent link in the parampara causes it to be de¬ 
stroyed. On the contrary, he has taught that it 
is the presence of false gurus in the parampara 
that causes it to become broken: 

Lokanatha: "...five thousand years back, 
until now, there's only thirty acdryas..’' 

Srila Prabhupada: "Chain is broken when 
there are false spiritual masters. Otherwise it is 
not broken. Chain is broken if a so-called spir¬ 
itual master speaks something manufactured. 
Then the chain is broken. Otherwise, chain is 
not broken." 

(Morning Walk, 2/9/76) 

Srila Prabhupada directly responds to the 
point that there are "only" 30 links in the par¬ 
ampara chain. Srila Prabhupada states that this 
does not matter, since the chain is only broken 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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BTP Interactive (continued) 


if there is a false spiritual master. "Otherwise 
it is not broken". Therefore, SrTla Prabhupada 
remaining the current link for ISKCON's life¬ 
time would not cause the parampara to be “de¬ 
stroyed", since he is not a false spiritual master. 

It is very easy to claim anything, but the 
test is whether the claim can be directly sup¬ 
ported by a quote from SrTla Prabhupada. 
Thus, some people simply make claims that are 
supported by nothing other than insults, such 
as “zombie", "new-age Christian", etc. Such in¬ 
sults do not make one's claims true. 

One needs to quote SrTla Prabhupada di¬ 
rectly in order to support one's claims. 

Legal malpractice 

“Dear Krishnakant Prabhu, 

It's been a long time since I had your good 
association, but you come up frequently in 
conversations between myself, Mahatma and 
Jayananda, and we are so happy that you are 
so right on when it comes to everything re¬ 
garding what SrTla Prabhupada wanted on 
every level. 

Recently, I had a Facebook discussion with 
a fellow called Uttamasloka and used The Final 
Order to present our position, but no matter 
what I said he was firmly fixed and eventually I 
got blocked, which means I was probably get¬ 
ting to him. I had devotees leaving comments 
like "SrTla Prabhupada personally told the rt- 
vik system was wrong" and all kinds of bizarre 
things like this. For a moment I thought I was 
in the twilight zone but the level of dishones¬ 
ty amongst these people was quite appalling. 

Now, I read this comment from a law¬ 
yer regarding the May 28th, 1977 "appoint¬ 
ment tape" conversation, and I know I could 
go through The Final Order to seek out a re¬ 
sponse, but I wonder if you have anything you 
can recommend I send him. I look forward to 
hearing back from you and to see you again 
soon, I hope. We are with you 100%. 

Here's his comment: 

"As a person who has made his living for 30 
years being precise with words (I'm a lawyer), this 
is very clear to me. Sri I a Prabhupada ordered his 
disciples to be gurus. The people they initiate are 
their disciples. The words are straight forward 
and clear. But just as with mundane politics, 
agenda and bias can trump (no pun intended) 
objective fact. There is no such thing as "alterna¬ 
tive facts", and there should be no such thing as 
putting a spin on Prabhupada's words that isn't 
justified by this clear language. 


As a small aside, the transcription of the 
words that appear on the screen is not 100% 
accurate. Some words which I could hear were 
omitted, but they didn't make any difference 
to the clear articulation of intent expressed by 
Prabhupada. There can be an entirely different 
debate and discussion about whether those who 
attempted (and are attempting) to follow his or¬ 
der to initiate have succeeded and to what de¬ 
gree. Just like there can be about the success rate 
of sannyasTs and gurukula teachers. But that is 
not the point of this tape. The point is that SP 
clearly ordered his disciples to initiate their own 
disciples after he left." 

- Krishna Bhakta Dasa, New York, USA 

Editor replies: 

1) This article summarises all the issues re¬ 
garding the May 28th, 1977 discussion: 

www.iskconirm.com/synth 

2) We can note that although this "lawyer" 
claims to be "precise" with words, his state¬ 
ments are anything but precise. 

a) He claims that: 

"Srila Prabhupada ordered his disciples to be 
gurus." 

But there are no orders given in this dis¬ 
cussion. SrTla Prabhupada states at the outset 
what order he will be giving later on: 

Srlla Prabhupada: "I shall recommend 
some of you. After this is settled up I shall rec¬ 
ommend some of you to act as officiating 
acarya(s)." 

Tamala Krsna: "Is that called rtvikacdrya 1 ." 

Srlla Prabhupada: "Rtvik, yes." 

Then, at the end, he states what happens 
only "when" he gives an order: 

"When I order you become guru, he be¬ 
comes regular guru." 

In between there are some questions and 
answers. 

One can argue about what the meaning is 
of the order he will give, and the answers he 
gives, and what happens when he gives a cer¬ 
tain order, but one cannot claim that any or¬ 
der is actually being given in this discussion. 
To do so would be an example of an "alterna¬ 
tive fact", even though this person claims to be 
against such things. 

b) He also claims that: 

"The point is that SP clearly ordered his dis¬ 
ciples to initiate their own disciples after he left." 

However, the only time there is any refer¬ 
ence to what would happen after SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada "left", is at the beginning of the conver¬ 
sation: 



Srlla Prabhupada: 

Gave order for rtviks, not gurus 

Satsvarupa: "Then our next question con¬ 
cerns initiation(s) in the future, particularly at 
that time when you are no longer with us. We 
want to know how first and second initiation(s) 
would be conducted." 

Srlla Prabhupada: "Yes. I shall recom¬ 
mend some of you. After this is settled up. I 
shall recommend some of you to act as offici¬ 
ating acarya(s)." 

Tamala Krsna: "Is that called rtvikacdrya?" 

Srlla Prabhupada: "Rtvik. Yes." 

And SrTla Prabhupada "clearly" replies 
that he will be ordering "rtvik" in order to al¬ 
low initiations to be "conducted" when he is 
"no longer with us". SrTla Prabhupada stating 
"rtviks" will be ordered is a long way from the 
claim that "SP clearly ordered disciples to initiate 
their own disciples", since the word "rtvik" does 
not mean" diksa guru". 

We can only hope that, for the sake of his 
clients, this "lawyer" is much more adept at be¬ 
ing "precise" with his words in the courtroom. 

Who authorised Srlla Prabhupada? 

"While going through BTP Summary Issue, 
I read that Bhaktisiddhanta SarasvatT Jhakur 
didn't appoint any successor. So, with due re¬ 
spect for Prabhupada, I ask who authorized 
him as acaryaV 

- Sanjay Prajapati, Mumbai, India 

Editor replies: 

1) SrTla Bhaktisiddhanta SarasvatT Jhakur 
(SrTla Prabhupada's guru) did not appoint a 
successor dcdrya for the Gaudlya Matha . 

2) However, SrTla Prabhupada confirms 
that he was authorised by his guru to start his 
own ISKCON mission: 

Brahmananda: "He's asking when did 
you become the spiritual leader of Krsna con¬ 
sciousness?" 

Srlla Prabhupada: "When my Guru Mahara- 
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Srila Prabhupada: 

Mission to criticise and expose 


ja ordered me. This is the guru-pa ram para." 

Indian man (1 ): "Did he just.. 

Srila Prabhupada: "Try to understand. 
Don't go very speedily. A guru can become 
guru when he's ordered by his guru. That's all. 
Otherwise nobody can become guru." 

Indian lady: "[Hindi]" 

Srila Prabhupada: "[Hindi] Sadhi mampra- 
pannam. "I am surrendered to You. Whatever 
You say, I shall carry out." That's all." 

Indian man (1): "When did he tell you 
to...?" 

Srila Prabhupada: "What is the business, 
when did he tell me? And why shall I disclose 
to you? It is so very insignificant thing that I 
have to explain to you?" 

Indian man (1): "No, I am just curious to 
know when." 

Srila Prabhupada: "You should be curious 
within your limit. You should know that one 
can become guru when he is ordered by his 
guru. This much." 

(Lecture, 28/10/75) 

3) But, within ISKCON, Srila Prabhupada did 
not authorise any of his disciples to become 
a successor acdrya, because Srila Prabhupada 
was to remain the Acdrya (Founder -Acdrya) of 
ISKCON always. 

Innocence is no excuse 

"Hare Krsna, Prabhu\ 

In BTP Issue 55, under "Innocence Is No Ex¬ 
cuse", you wrote: 

"Thus, any participation in the guru hoax 
cannot be excused for any reason whatsoever. 
This is why the work the IRM is doing is so essen¬ 
tial, as it prevents devotees from being misled, 
and their efforts going to waste." 

While any participation in the guru hoax 
cannot be excused, shouldn't we excuse the 
devotees after they corrected themselves from 


being misled by the IRM's essential work? Or 
does this uniquely apply only to the Bangalore 
folks? 

Your servant," 

- R. Ganesh Raj, Seremban, Malaysia 

Editor replies: 

There are two activities which you speak of: 

1. Participation in the guru hoax. 

2. Non-participation in the guru hoax, after 
one has left the guru hoax. 

Activity 1, you have stated, "cannot be ex¬ 
cused". 

Activity 2, however, does not require any 
actions to be excused, as long as one is not do¬ 
ing anything wrong. 

Nor, is there any question of activity 1 be¬ 
ing excused simply because one may now be 
engaging in activity 2-because, as you have 
said, "any participation in the guru hoax can¬ 
not be excused". In the article you have quot¬ 
ed, we presented quotes from Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada which make it clear that simply coming 
into knowledge of the fact that one has been 
misled, does not lead to one being automati¬ 
cally excused for having previously been mis¬ 
led. For example: 

"If you say that "Somebody misled me 
to go to the left side" in the court, oh, that 
does not mean that you will be saved from 
the fine. [...] Why do you agree to be mis¬ 
led? Then you must agree to take the pun¬ 
ishment also." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 23/6/68) 

Srila Prabhupada states that the person 
who is now in knowledge, and realises he was 
"misled", will still not be saved from the fine. 
Thus, we have not presented our understand¬ 
ing, but just repeated what Srila Prabhupada 
states. If you believe what BTP 55 stated is in¬ 
correct, simply present Srila Prabhupada coun¬ 
tering it and we will immediately accept it. 

Mission critical 

"Not interested in critical issue at all." 

- Mark Barnett, Alabama, USA 

Editor replies: 

Whilst speaking about his Back To Godhead 
magazine, which he established as ISKCON's 
official magazine, Srila Prabhupada wrote: 

"On the whole, I wish to present Back 
To Godhead purely in the line of Krishna 
Consciousness throughout and criticism of 
too much materialism, as you have written 
many articles already. That is very nice." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 15/2/69, emphasis added) 


"So go on exposing them, that is the 
purpose of the Back to Godhead paper, to 
expose their materialistic ideas as all non¬ 

sense and present the real philosophy that 
Lord Krsna gives. This is the real knowl¬ 
edge." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 26/9/75, emphasis added) 

Thus, Srila Prabhupada taught that "crit¬ 
icism" is essential. Because criticism of that 
which is the wrong path is necessary in order 
to get a person to give it up and instead take 
up the right path. 

Appreciation 

"Hare Krsna, Krishnakant Prabhu, 

PAMHO. AGTSP. Just finished reading Issue 
61 and, as usual, a masterpiece of revealing the 
bogus guru system in ISKCON. 

I especially enjoyed the couple of pages 
exposing Sankarshan's SAD word juggling she¬ 
nanigans. I run into him occasionally here in In¬ 
dia and will bring up the letters written to him 
by $rlla Prabhupada. 

I also had no idea he was wasting his time 
listening to his ego, trying to become more fa¬ 
mous than the Beatles. Don't mean to be of¬ 
fensive, but his voice is a little bit froggy, to say 
the least. 

I cornered him at Govinda's restaurant in 
L.A. years ago, asking him how many "disci¬ 
ples" he was taking back to the spiritual world. 
He admitted that Prabhupada was taking them 
back to Godhead but he speaks differently in 
front of his "disciples", as so many of the bo¬ 
gus 'gurus' do. 

It has to be a few decades since our paths 
crossed but I'm living directly across from 
ISKCON Jaipur doing different services. The TP 
[Temple President-Ed.] is my best friend and 
knows what's wrong with ISKCON but wants 
to change it from within. Somehow, he just 
doesn't get the rtvik system Prabhupada set 
up, so we avoid that topic. I pretty much keep 
my mouth closed until someone steps on my 
toes, then we dance. 

I'm financially independent of ISKCON, 
so they can't remove me, but being 73, I've 
learned to pick my fights better, although the 
old boys' club know where I stand. 

Your old friend and servant," 

- Mahasrnga Dasa, Jaipur, India 

Editor replies: 

Please keep fighting the good fight, and 
fearlessly and boldly challenging the mislead- 
ers, whenever you get the opportunity. 
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"Thank you! Keep sending!! Hare Krishna!!! 
It's true SrTla Prabhupada has no successor." 

- Vijayalaksmi L., Mysore, India 

"No other books should be published ex¬ 
cept Prabhupada's books As It Is. Everything is 
there." 

- Damodar Dasa, Warwickshire, UK 

"Frankly, Krishnakant Prabhu, you are THE 
ISKCON leader. 

Thank you, Hare Krishna, all the best." 

- Ramai Devi Dasi, Wheeling, USA 

"Dear Krishnakant Probhu , 

Please Accept My Humble Obeisances, All 
Glories to SrTla Prabhupada. Hare Krishna! 

BTP 54 had amazing insights into the 
"No Change" guidelines of SrTla Prabhupada, 
whereas in the GBC world it's "All Change". Spir¬ 
itual world is eternal and remains unchanged, 
whereas material temporary world is always 
changing. I was shocked to see the blatant de¬ 
viations in regulative principles by some of the 
most respected GBC gurus-unbelievable. 

BTP 55 had a very good explanation of how 
the authorised books of SrTla Prabhupada are 
attempted to be supplanted with fake alter¬ 
natives of superior proposition on the pretext 
that SrTla Prabhupada's books are difficult to 
comprehend. This is absolutely ridiculous as 
my first connect in my current life with ISKCON 
was 23 years ago through one of the small 
books of SrTla Prabhupada - The Topmost Yoga 
System-a nd thereafter I was able to make spir¬ 
itual progress through his mercy. 

BTP 56 compiled very important informa¬ 
tion for all of us. You clearly drove away any 
trace of ambiguity from the 28th May, 1977 
room conversation between Tamala Krsna 
and SrTla Prabhupada about initiations after 
SrTla Prabhupada's physical departure from 
this planet. 

About the State of ISKCON leadership, if 
the same contradiction would have occurred 
in the corporate world under the jurisdiction of 
a regulator, I think BCS as the chairman of GBC 
would have been held accountable for the ac¬ 
tions of others who abetted banning innocent 
souls to access the temples that they are enti¬ 
tled to for their spiritual life. 

Please keep up the great service that you 
are doing to SrTla Prabhupada. 

Your servant," 

- Piyush Ahuja, New Delhi, India 

"I thank you all for posting me your BTP is¬ 
sues. Read issues as soon as they arrive. Always 
informative on the continuing debate about 


the current progress to make SrTla Prabhupada 
once again the only real guru for us all. Greatly 
appreciate your service in what you do. 
Regards," 

- Ralph Eberlein, Brunswick, Australia 

"Thank you for all your service." 

- Joshua Gilliam, Alabama, USA 

"Hare Krishna. 

Many thanks for providing this publication. 
Warm regards," 

- Geoffrey Roberts, Sheffield, UK 

"Please accept my humble obeisances, all 
glories to SrTla Prabhupada. 

I was initiated in 2015, my name is Jagat- 
Guru Dasa. I have read The Final Order. I did not 
know this was going on in Krishna conscious¬ 
ness when I got initiated. 

Certainly the temples I have come in con¬ 
tact with do not appear to be managed the 
way they were when SrTla Prabhupada was 
present. In the letter that I posted on my Face- 
book page, SrTla Prabhupada talks about GBC 
men he could not trust because they were fall¬ 
ing victim to maya [illusion-Ed.]. 

Thank you. Hare Krishna!" 

- Jagat-Guru Dasa, Texas, USA 

"I wonder when anyone at ISKCON Van¬ 
couver will ever take even a slight interest in 
IRM -this makes my temple a real downer. An¬ 
yway, best wishes, and I thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for your amazing, tireless 
work. 

Your lowly servant," 

- Natha Dasa, Vancouver, Canada 

"Dear respected Krishnakant Prabhu, 

I met an IRM devotee on a morning walk. 
I was very much surprised and delighted to 
have a discussion on the history of ISKCON 
and I would request you to provide me Back To 
Prabhupada and The Final Order. I was deeply 
saddened when I came to know the truth how 
the innocent people are fooled and are being 
tortured mentally in the name of Krishna. 

So, please guide me and provide the orig¬ 
inal books of SrTla Prabhupada. I currently do 
service at an ISKCON temple so please guide 
me on the correct and authorised path as sug¬ 
gested by our beloved SrTla Prabhupada. 
Regards," 

- Gavandar Ravichandran, Mumbai, India 

"Just wanted to let you know I have re¬ 
ceived the latest issue of BTP and have read 
it very thoroughly! I appreciate what you 
are doing to keep all of us followers of A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Am in- 



Srlla Prabhupada: No successor to him 


formed about the sad state of affairs in the 
Krishna Movement. Without Prabhupada there 
has been a fast decline of the Krishna Move¬ 
ment. Child molestation, murder, devotees 
drunk from power and money. It is so sad. SrTla 
Prabhupada would be so sad to see what has 
happened since his departure. I am at a loss for 
words to read what has happened in the past 
few decades; the watering down of his mes¬ 
sage. I am so sad about the whole situation.:( 

Thank you again for all your efforts. Do not 
let anyone get you down. Many of us are look¬ 
ing to you for guidance." 

- Steve Harvell, Raleigh, USA 

"I would appreciate a copy of The Final Or¬ 
der. I have been receiving BTP magazine and 
appreciate the information on the deviations 
of ISKCON. I could have easily been deceived 
by them without your insight. 

My thanks," 

- Russ Thomas, Georgia, USA 

"Dear Prabhu , 

Thanks for the challenging service you are 
doing in this dark age of Kali, where you have 
to expose and educate ISKCON's fake gurus 
and their followers about even such a basic 
quality of truthfulness and how to read. I won¬ 
der if you have to teach them how to spell also. 

In this modern day ISKCON (sometimes 
called Fistcon or Miskcon from the words "fist" 
and "mistake"), they promote the bodily con¬ 
cept of life by spreading feminism. The wom¬ 
en want to be leaders and voted-in diksa gu¬ 
rus. In Russia, the fake gurus have the women 
dancing in front of the sahkirtan party in the 
street as an exhibition to the crowd. Then you 
see the men playing the mrdahga and karta- 
las at the back. 

I notice one woman also making the mis¬ 
take of getting on the front lines by challeng¬ 
ing you. But you had no choice but to take up 
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Srila Prabhupada: 

Acarya and Diksa Guru of ISKCON 


your "bow and arrow" like Lord Ramachandra 
and destroy her ignorance. Such was the case 
with that Radhadesh female teacher and the 
lady from Michigan temple who tried to tear 
up BTP some years ago. 

Glory to your service! Horibol!" 

- Devala Dasa, Ontario, Canada 

"So, after reading The Final Order (TFO), 

I feel much nearer to our guru Srlla Prabhu¬ 
pada. When I received your email and TFO I 
was moved." 

- Kesihadas Dasa, Martinique, Windward Islands 

"Dear IRM, 

Thank you for your service in exposing the 
corruption in ISKCON. I am very impressed 
with your writings and articles. I would very 
much appreciate receiving your magazines so 
I can learn more on the matter and share them 
with others. There are a lot of open-minded 
devotees in Alachua (as well as a lot of closed- 
minded ones!). 

Would it also be possible to receive a free 
copy of the books you've released, such as 
The Final Order, Srila Prabhupada: The Found¬ 
er- Acary a of ISKCON, and The Book Changer ? As 
well as special issue magazines titled ISKCON 
Leaders Agree With IRM, and The Guru Hoax's 
Hellish Consequences ? This would give me so 
much ammunition to use against these guys. 
Thank you! 

It's absolutely true that these guys have no 
faith in Krishna consciousness philosophy or 
in SrTla Prabhupada. They are devotees in dis¬ 
guise. Good for Krishnakant for exposing these 
subtle deviations. I'm glad someone (other 
than Yamaraja) is keeping close record of the 
false philosophy ISKCON teaches. 

Regarding your article titled The Many 
Routes to PAD [www.iskconirm.cain/PAD]. It's 
a very real phenomenon and it's nice to see it 
carefully outlined the way you have. Devotees 
have to be on high alert for this today, with 
new groups emerging with new ideas, all en 


route to PAD. 

The most recent PAD infected group is 
Purujit and his BLISS society. He has now ap¬ 
pointed himself as editor of SrTla Prabhupada's 
books (author route?) and he also seems to 
share the view of Harhsaduta (same wine, new 
bottle) [www.iskconirm.com/HDD] that a "rt- 
vik acarya" is absolutely necessary, that the rt- 
vik order was basically put in place until the 
disciples become more qualified or something. 
Very strange. I suppose this is the intermediary 
route to PAD, hehe. 

Anyhow, it's good you expose all these 
people. I like the name you gave: spiritual au¬ 
diting. That's exactly what the real disciples of 
SrTla Prabhupada are doing today. Pointing out 
the inconsistencies. 

Thanks a million!" 

- Vidura Mahatma Dasa, Florida, USA 

"I have received BTP Special Issue. I liked it 
very much. Many things have become clear to 
me." 

- Ygor Greshnikov, Berdsk, Russia 

"Dear IRM devotees, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. I 
very much appreciate your service to His Di¬ 
vine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu¬ 
pada. 

I received BTP a few days ago. It never 
ceases to amaze me how easily we can fall 
into serving maya, when we let personal mo¬ 
tivation outweigh our constitutional position. 
That is all material energy and has nothing to 
do with Bhakti or spiritual activity. 

Through honest personal introspection, 
one can see where one's motive comes from. 
I suppose when I am all puffed up that clear 
vision gets distorted. That's one reason God- 
brothers are so important, to expose our fool¬ 
ishness. Yes, let's let others do the name-call¬ 
ing and just stick with SrTla Prabhupada. I pray 
the truth will dawn on deviants at one point. 

Your servant," 

- Bala Bala Dasa, Oregon, USA 

"Thanks for the wonderful job you do of 
spreading the truth and encouraging every¬ 
one to follow the original teachings of SrTla 
Prabhupada. 

Hare Krishna," 

- James Bottger, Gloucester, UK 

"Dear Prabhuji, 

Thank you for BTP. I am reading it. It is in¬ 
teresting to read other facts." 

- Prabhupada Dasa, New South Wales, Australia 

"I was happy to receive the new issue yes¬ 


terday. Your editorial was excellent! Thank you 
for all your efforts on behalf of SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada and the devotees. 

Your servant," 

- Bhakta Charles, Oregon, USA 

"Jaya SrTla Prabhupada, Hare Krsna. I real¬ 
ly look forward to reading the BTP. Thank you 
very much." 

- Bruce Hough, Bunbury, Australia 

"I appreciate and have benefited and en¬ 
joyed reading the magazines. As myself, many 
have benefited and will continue to benefit 
from the purpose of this magazine. Kudos to 
all of you for your tireless efforts on establish¬ 
ing who is the real guru. I thank you all from 
the bottom of my heart and wish and pray that 
all of your efforts will continuously reveal the 
truth and save sincere souls who want to serve 
the real guru." 

- Renuga R., Selangor, Malaysia 

"I'm really grateful to you for the concern 
you have shown for me. Given this attitude to¬ 
wards SrTla Prabhupada's mission on your part, 
the mission is bound to succeed." 

- Prafulla C. Mishra, Vrindavana, India 

"Regarding the numerous issues we 
now have to deal with in order to bring back 
ISKCON to the desired standards, as per the 
wishes of our Gurudev SrTla Prabhupada, I am 
always praying for truth to emerge victorious 
and feel it most vital this opposition on our 
part continues head on. 

We should properly understand the mean¬ 
ing of (real) Vaisnava and not be subjected by 
rulings of these impostors exploiting Krsna 
and his resources for personal aggrandize¬ 
ment and economic gains. 

All glories to SrTla Prabhupada. 

Yours in service," 

- Dinadayal Khemlani, Chennai, India 

"THANKS so much, Prabhus, for your con¬ 
tinued revealing of the truth. We have just 
completed a 6-month tour of India and it was 
so enlivening to meet devotees who are read¬ 
ing BTP, even while serving in ISKCON centers. 
Keep up the great work; the worldwide net¬ 
work of devotees who are getting to hear the 
REAL truth about SrTla Prabhupada's unique, 
eternal position as our Diksa Guru and 5am- 
praddya Acarya just keeps growing and grow¬ 
ing. Your dedicated hard work is paying off 
handsomely. I'm sure that SrTla Prabhupada is 
very pleased. 

Your grateful servants," 

- Vijeta Dasa and Arya Dev] Dasi, BC, Canada 


M 

V 
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With no explicit order from Sri la Prabhupada 
authorising successor diksa gurus, ISKCON's 
leaders have tried to use the "functional" ar¬ 
gument. This argues that the personal contact 
that comes from "living" successor gurus is an 
absolute necessity, and hence the question 
of whether or not they should exist does not 
even arise. But, if such successor gurus served 
no function, existing just for the sake of exist¬ 
ing, their existence would be unnecessary and 
arbitrary, rather than an ordered arrangement 
by SrTla Prabhupada. Below, these "living suc¬ 
cessor" GBC gurus themselves demolish their 
need to exist. All emphases added. 

Taking us back to Godhead 

"directs you back to Godhead, who 
takes responsibility for your spiritual life by 
guiding you through his writings, lectures, 
and possibly in person." 

(GBC-elected guru, Mahatma Dasa ("MAD"), 3/5/19) 

MAD explains that these are the qualifica¬ 
tions of an initiating guru, in an article where¬ 
in he explains the expectations of a disciple 
for his guru. MAD states that the guru will di¬ 
rect a disciple back to Godhead through guid¬ 
ing via his writings and lectures, and person¬ 
al contact is only something that may "pos¬ 
sibly" happen, i.e., it is not necessary. And, in 
ISKCON, this guidance is given-as admitted 
by the GBC-by SrTla Prabhupada: 

"SrTla Prabhupada's instructions are the 
essential teachings for every ISKCON dev¬ 
otee." 

(GBC Resolution 35,1994) 

These teachings are both "pre-eminent 
and compulsory" (GBC Resolution 409,1999). 

Pre-eminent means "surpassing all others", 
and thus, in practice , this guidance which will 
take us back to Godhead is coming from SrTla 
Prabhupada. After all, MAD and all other dis¬ 
ciples of SrTla Prabhupada are themselves di¬ 
rected back to Godhead by SrTla Prabhupada 
in this way, and hence all others in ISKCON are 
also being guided in exactly the same way. 
Thus, the essential guru function of taking re¬ 
sponsibility for the disciple's spiritual life and 
guiding them back to Godhead is fulfilled in 
ISKCON by SrTla Prabhupada, with personal 
contact not being necessary. 

Srila Prabhupada explains 

"Another thing is that it's not just by 
reading the books that they understand. 
They will need a teacher to reveal those 


scriptures. We are so fortunate that we 
came across SrTla Prabhupada's teachings. 
That is how we get to know what the scrip¬ 
tures are and what they are saying." 
(GBC-elected guru, Bhakti Charu Swami ("BCS"), 
3/2/19) 

The guru's function is to explain sastra: 

"Narottama dasa Jhakura states that 
one has to ascertain the right path for his 
activities by following in the footsteps of 
great saintly persons and books of knowl¬ 
edge under the guidance of a spiritual mas¬ 
ter ( sadhu-sastra-guru-vakya )." 

(SB, 4.21.28-29) 

This refers to guru, sadhu and sastra, and 
the "guru" referred to here is the diksa guru*. 
BCS explains that this function of the guru is 
fulfilled specifically by SrTla Prabhupada. Thus, 
we require a guru to explain sastra, and as BCS 
accepts that this is already being done by SrTla 
Prabhupada, we do not need successor living 
diksa gurus such as BCS to fulfil this function. 

* " sadhu-sastra-guru . [...] so gurum evabh- 
igacchet : "One must approach a guru."" 

(Srila Prabhupada, Room Conversation, 18/7/73) 

"so gurum evabhigacchet: [...] approach a 
spiritual master in order to take diksa " 

(Nectar of Instruction, Verse 5) 

No personal instruction 

"So Prabhupada would often say, 'I've 
given everything in my books. If you want 
to know me read my books'. [...] Well, you 
have to bear in mind that most of Prabhu¬ 
pada's disciples did not get personal in¬ 
struction. He put us in the care of his el¬ 
der disciples. So, it's not mandatory that 
one has to have personal instruction from 
a guru in order to succeed and to progress 
in spiritual life." 

(GBC-elected guru, Kalakantha Dasa, 25/2/19) 

It is admitted that: 

a) One does not require a "personal in¬ 
struction" from one's guru in order to succeed 
and progress in one's spiritual life. 

b) Most of SrTla Prabhupada's disciples did 
not receive such personal instructions. 

Consequently, most of SrTla Prabhupada's 
disciples exclusively received instructions from 
SrTla Prabhupada's books and teachings, since 
personal instructions are not necessary. Thus, 
this still enables them to "succeed and to pro¬ 
gress in spiritual life". Hence, if they can, so can 
anyone else, and thus "living" successor gurus 
to SrTla Prabhupada are not required. 




The ISKCON system 

These statements by these GBC gurus re¬ 
flect the specific features of ISKCON as estab¬ 
lished by its Founder -Acarya SrTla Prabhupada. 
He will always be its sole Acarya, and the Soci¬ 
ety will always be based solely on his teachings 
and instructions: 

"The GBC accepts as its life and soul His 
divine instructions and recognizes that it is 
completely dependent on His mercy in all 
respects. The GBC has no other function or 
purpose other than to execute the instruc¬ 
tions so kindly given by His Divine Grace 
and preserve and spread his Teachings to 
the world in their pure form." 

(GBC Resolution 1,1975) 

The GBC is a permanent organisation, es¬ 
tablished to manage ISKCON for its lifetime, 
and this means that ISKCON will always be 
managed in exactly the same way. Thus, there 
will be no change to the way ISKCON was 
managed when SrTla Prabhupada was phys¬ 
ically present. Consequently, the function of 
his disciples will also be the same as when SrTla 
Prabhupada was physically present. This was 
to preach by pointing persons to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's books and assisting newer devotees on 
their spiritual journey - rather than acting as 
successor diksa gurus. 

Conclusion 

Those who are functioning as GBC "living 
successor" diksa gurus to SrTla Prabhupada are 
themselves admitting that there is no need 
for or purpose to their existence-that SrTla 
Prabhupada is already fulfilling all diksa guru 
functions. Consequently, it should come as no 
surprise that SrTla Prabhupada never ordered 
such completely unnecessary entities to re¬ 
place him as ISKCON's diksa guru! 
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Misunderstanding Snla Prabhupada 


Between February 10-12th, 2019, HH Bhak- 
ti Vikasa Swami ("BVKS"), a GBC-elected 
ISKCON initiating guru, gave a three-part sem¬ 
inar titled "Understanding and Applying Snla 
Prabhupada's Teachings", at the world head¬ 
quarters of ISKCON in Mayapur, India. The 
quotes in the shaded boxes below are tak¬ 
en from this seminar, and rather than explain 
how to understand SrTla Prabhupada's teach¬ 
ings, BVKS consistently demonstrates that he 
misunderstands even the most basic of SrTla 
Prabhupada's teachings. All emphases added. 

The parampara principle 

"So, my point here is that everything that SrTla 
Prabhupada said can be harmonised [...] if we 
employ the principles of understanding that 
he himself taught [...] that a guru has to be un¬ 
derstood in reference to the previous acaryas." 

By claiming that SrTla Prabhupada has to 
be understood "in reference to the previous 
acaryas", BVKS has stated the opposite of what 
SrTla Prabhupada taught. It is not that SrTla 
Prabhupada is understood in reference to the 
previous acaryas, but rather that the previous 
acaryas are understood in reference to Sri la 
Prabhupada : 

"You cannot imagine what my spirit¬ 
ual master said. Or even if you read some 
books, you cannot understand unless you 
understand it from me . This is called param¬ 
para system. You cannot jump over to the 
superior guru, neglecting the next acarya, 
immediate next acarya." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 8/12/73) 

The guru-disciple principle 

"No one in between, there's you and Jesus and 
the Bible and that's it. Ever heard of anything 
like that in ISKCON? There's you and Prabhu¬ 
pada and his books and that's it." 

1) As a disciple of SrTla Prabhupada, BVKS 
should know that there is no one "in between" 
SrTla Prabhupada and himself. This is the basis 
of the guru-disciple relationship, and was how 
ISKCON operated pre-1978. Though the guru 
may connect one to Krsna, and can be said to 
be "in between" the disciple and Krsna, the 
guru and disciple are directly connected and 
there is no one "in between" them. Other dev¬ 
otees may help the disciple, but they are not 
"in between" the disciple and his guru. 

2) Similarly, SrTla Prabhupada's books are 


the basis for all teachings in ISKCON, and they 
will supply all answers: 

"In my books the philosophy of Krishna 
Consciousness is explained fully so if there 
is anything which you do not understand, 
then you simply have to read again and 
again. By reading daily the knowledge will 
be revealed to you and by this process your 
spiritual life will develop ." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 22/11/74) 

Thus, again, there is nothing "in between" 
SrTla Prabhupada's books and the reader re¬ 
ceiving all necessary transcendental knowl¬ 
edge in order for his spiritual life to develop. 

ISKCON's supreme authority 

"Within the Astha Matha, later formed by SrT 
Madhava Acarya [...] Now that system rests on 
one guru at the top. SrTla Prabhupada institut¬ 
ed ISKCON in which the GBC should oversee 
everything. Not that there's one guru, and who 
is the ultimate authority, but the GBC is the ul¬ 
timate authority." 

1) The GBC is only the ultimate managing 
authority, rather than the ultimate authority: 

"The Governing Body Commission (GBC) 
will be the ultimate managing authority of 
the entire International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness." 

(Srila Prabhupada's Declaration of Will) 

2) Rather, in ISKCON, there is "one guru" 
who is the ultimate or supreme authority, and 
his name is SrTla Prabhupada: 

"His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada [...] the International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness of which 
He is the Founder -Acarya and supreme au¬ 
thority ." 

(GBC Resolution 1,1975) 

The Gaudiya Matha 

"SrTla Prabhupada actually criticised his God- 
brothers in the GaudTya Matha, who he 
said, after Bhaktisiddhanta SarasvatT Thaku- 
ra passed away, he had said to have a GBC, a 
managing body for overseeing all the affairs 
of the Matha, but the followers of Bhaktisid¬ 
dhanta SarasvatT Jhakura, they decided, no, 
we need one acarya, so SrTla Prabhupada said 
that this was a mistake that they made and [...] 
the idea that there should be one sannyasi in 
charge, continues to the present day". 

SrTla Prabhupada only criticised them for 


appointing the one acarya instead of having a 
GBC elect the one acarya. Thus, there was sup¬ 
posed to be one acarya in charge: 

"none of them were advised by Guru 
Maharaja to become acarya . His idea was 
"Let them manage; then whoever will 
be actual qualified for becoming acarya. 

they will elect . Why I should enforce upon 
them?" That was his plan. "Let them man¬ 
age by strong governing body, as it is go¬ 
ing on. Then acarya will come by his qual¬ 
ification ."" 

(Room Conversation, 21/9/73) 

The guru principle 

In the same seminar, BVKS criticises the 
leaders of ISKCON, stating that they: 

"don't accept Srila Prabhupada's state¬ 
ments", "don't like what Prabhupada said", 
"don't accept his authority", are "against" 
and "don't follow his orders" on "a major is¬ 
sue", and that "following his instructions" 
has "been dropped" by them. 

1) Almost 2/3 rds of ISKCON's leaders, the 
GBC, are also GBC-authorised successor diksa 
gurus. Thus, these criticisms would also apply 
to many of these gurus. 

2 ) These criticisms make it clear that these 
persons, far from being fit to be such gurus, are 
not even qualified to be disciples, since they 
refuse to accept the authority, or follow the 
orders, of their spiritual master SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada. Yet BVKS still accepts that such leaders 
should be worshipped every morning as per¬ 
sons who are "assisting the gopis", as is the sys¬ 
tem in ISKCON for the GBC gurus. Because, de¬ 
spite all these valid criticisms, at no point does 
BVKS ever call for such deviants to immediate¬ 
ly be stripped of their guruship. Thus, BVKS 
is himself unable to figure out that 2 + 2 = 4. 
I.e., if one is not even a disciple, as he correct¬ 
ly claims about ISKCON's leadership, then one 
cannot possibly be a guru. 

Conclusion 

Before giving a seminar teaching the rest 
of us how to "understand" SrTla Prabhupada, it 
would help if BVKS himself understood some 
of the most basic concepts of SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's teachings. 

Those who have appreciated reading the 
above can note that it is but a small extract 
from a comprehensive point for point rebuttal 
of the whole seminar, which can be read here: 

www.iskconirm.com/understanding 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Quotes 

"Jagad-Guru" Returns to Earth 

In the BTP 53 article "GBC Admits IRM Guid- 
ance Required", we related how ISKCON guru 
HH Bhakti Charu Swami was exposed by a 
BTP reader for allowing himself to be glorified 
as if he were SrTla Prabhupada himself, with 
the honorific title "His Divine Grace". The GBC 
was forced to take action, since such misuse of 
this title is against the GBC's own resolutions. 

In the previous issue, we exposed ISKCON 
guru, HG Sankarshan Dasa ("SAD"), for his 
ambitions to become "jogod-guru" ("the spir¬ 
itual master of the entire world") and a pop 
star-please see article "SrTla Prabhupada's 
Words Expose Ambition". In addition, SAD, like 
BCS, has also been caught trying to misappro¬ 
priate SrTla Prabhupada's "His Divine Grace" ti¬ 
tle for himself, with the very cover of his 2018 
"Vyasa-puja" book stating: 

"*SRT SRIMAD HIS DIVINE GRACE* 
*SRIMAN SANKARSHAN DAS ADHIKARl*" 

When this usurpation of SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's status and honorific title was brought 
to SAD's attention by the GBC (following the 
GBC having been alerted by one of our read¬ 
ers), SAD replied: 

"I was not aware that my disciples made 
this mistake." 

(SAD quoted in GBC email, 2/4/19) 

However, the facts are that: 

1) In his newsletters, SAD provides a link 
to "2018 Vyas Puja Homages from Sankar¬ 
shan Das Adhikarl Disciples". And, in addi¬ 
tion to his 2018 Vyasa-puja book, previous 
years' books-including 2009-2014-also have 
"His Divine Grace Sri Srimad Sankarshan 
Das Adhikari" emblazoned either on the cov¬ 
er or the title page. 

2) SAD publicly circulated a letter from a 
disciple to all subscribers of his newsletter, 
without any correction to its contents, in which 
his disciple addressed SAD with the title "Your 
Divine Grace" in the very first sentence, and re¬ 
peatedly thereafter (email to SAD, 7/10/15). 

3) In an earlier "Vyasa-puja" video record¬ 
ing, the very first words spoken right in front of 
SAD are of a disciple addressing him as "Your 
Divine Grace", with SAD unflinchingly accept¬ 
ing this honorific title without correction. 

Hence, SAD has seen, read and heard his 
disciples using this honorific title continuous¬ 
ly for many years, culminating in it being em¬ 
blazoned in large uppercase type on the cov¬ 
er of the Vyasa-puja book he provided a link to. 
Thus, the only way SAD would have been "not 


Notes and News 

aware" of these facts is if many years ago he 
had permanently been struck with both blind¬ 
ness and deafness. Therefore, barring the sub¬ 
mission of such a medical report from his doc¬ 
tor, we can only conclude that, as well as not 
being " Jagad-guru ", SAD is a liar! 

However, following his being exposed, at 
the time of BTP going to press, SAD has had 
to remove his original offending " Vyasa-puja " 
book from his site. And thus give up his un¬ 
authorised "Divine Grace" title, and accept his 
subordinate position to SrTla Prabhupada. 

Campaign to Stop the IRM 

In the last issue, we profiled the campaign 
to stop the IRM's preaching ("The Concerted 
Effort to Stop the IRM"). The campaign's fi¬ 
nancing and running is overseen by GBC-elect- 
ed guru HH Sivarama Swami ("SRS"), with 
one of his disciples, Radha Damodara Dasa 
("RAD"), leading the campaign. It was men¬ 
tioned that it was the widespread distribution 
and success of the IRM's book 100 Deviations: 
The Life and Teachings of HH Sivarama Swami 
that had precipitated this campaign. 

This book has also been available on ma¬ 
jor ebook retailers, and can be accessed via 
this link: www.iskconirm.com/SRS. It is avail¬ 
able in Hungarian, too. And to date there have 
been over 500 downloads. SRS's team has dis¬ 
covered the existence of retailers stocking this 
book, and as part of their campaign to stop the 
IRM, RAD, under his legal name Ravi Talsania, 
has now submitted the following fake review 
to Amazon.co.uk about the book: 

"This book has nothing to do with Si¬ 
varama Swami - a terrible book full of lies. 
Don't waste your time or money on this 
rubbish. It has nothing to do with Sivara¬ 
ma Swami and is clearly written by a per¬ 
son with insincere motives and quite possi¬ 
bly mental health issues." 

We can simply note the following facts : 

1) The book contains 135 quotes from SRS, 
which constitute the vast bulk of the book. 

2) Thus, the claim that the book is "writ¬ 
ten" by someone with "quite possibly mental 
health issues" would apply to SRS since it is his 
words that have "written" this book. 

3) To therefore claim that the book is "full 
of lies" would mean that it is SRS who is being 
called a liar, since the book is actually "full of" 
his words. 

And these horrible insults to SRS have 
been made by SRS's own disciple! 


(QNN) 

The Original System 

GBC-elected ISKCON guru HG Kripamoya 
Dasa ("KMD") explains: 

"But the original idea was that whoever is near¬ 
est would chant on the beads and give you a 
name, as it was from maybe 1972 all the way 
through to 1977, we had that system. [...] 
Prabhupada's idea was that the GBC members 
[...] would complete the function by chanting 
on the beads and giving a name, and already 
before he passed away the name did not have 
to be sent to him. So we had that." 

(Interview, broadcast 6/12/18) 

KMD here correctly describes the "original" 
system of initiation given by SrTla Prabhupada 
for ISKCON, whereby GBC members would in¬ 
itiate on behalf of SrTla Prabhupada as "rtviks" 
(representatives). However, KMD admits that 
this original system was changed, with the rt- 
vik turning into a guru, even though they did 
not even know that this was what SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada wanted: 

"his [SrTla Prabhupada's] expression was: you 
become initiated by whoever is nearest. So 
there was - we don't know exactly what he 
meant , but there was some type of geograph¬ 
ical pragmatism involved, in that it's not that a 
devotee living in Fiji should really have to trav¬ 
el to Sweden in order to find a guru ." 
(Interview, recorded 6/12/18) 

Thus, KMD admits that even though they 
(ISKCON's leaders) did not know that SrTla 
Prabhupada was referring to "gurus" when he 
said "nearest", they still assumed it did refer to 
a "geographical pragmatism" in order "to find 
a guru". However, SrTla Prabhupada's use of 
"nearest" was used only when describing the 
"original" rtvik system: 

"Temple Presidents may henceforward 
send recommendation for first and second 
initiation to whichever of these eleven rep¬ 
resentatives are nearest their temple . After 
considering the recommendation, these 
representatives may accept the devotee as 
an initiated disciple of Srlla Prabhupada ". 
(July 9th, 1977 directive, approved by Srlla Prabhu¬ 
pada) 

Hence, a GBC-elected guru is admitting 
that they jettisoned SrTla Prabhupada's origi¬ 
nal rtvik system in favour of a guru system that 
was not based on SrTla Prabhupada's orders, 
but on their ignorance of these orders. Orders 
which actually referred only to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's "original" rtvik system. (All emphases 
above added). 
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When the Love of Money Trumps Principle 


On his official website, GBC-elected diksa guru HH Sivarama Swami ("SRS") runs a podcast series titled "Nectar Drops", which publishes glori¬ 
fications of himself. In a recent such "nectar drop", titled "Five Pound Notes", it first explains that: 

"the Bank of England published a new five-pound note [...] they had used tallow in order to produce the note [...] in particular some cow fats [...] 
(Bhaktivedanta) Manor had decided to refuse a five-pound note and was asking no one to donate those five-pound notes". 

As the notes were reported to contain "beef tallow", Bhaktivedanta Manor, ISKCON UK Headquarters, refused to accept a product made from 
cow flesh. However, the "nectar drop" continues that SRS disagreed, and instead said: 

'"It's okay, if anyone has any five-pound notes they'd like to donate then they can give them to me.' [...] Guru Maharaja [SRS] was serious [...] he 
said that he would leave a basket next to the donation box, and anyone who was wanting to donate five-pound notes could do so in his basket 
and he would take them home." 

The "nectar drop" justifies SRS's behaviour by claiming that: 

"I think maybe for many, unexpected, but [...] Guru Maharaja wants to use everything, anything and everything in the service of Radhe Shyam, 
and no matter what the source may be, because Radhe Shyam are absolute, anything used in their service in pure devotion is removed of any in¬ 
ebriety [...] he has no fear of the sinful reactions involved in handling and using such money because he will use it in pure devotion". 

1) As stated, SRS's action was for "many, unexpected". And it is unexpected, because, if there is anyone one would expect to reject commer¬ 
cial products derived from cows, it is SRS-for, as we documented in BTP 59, "The Dangers of Non-Krishna "Preaching"", he has even rejected the 
use of cow products such as commercial milk (which he called "blood milk"). 

2) SRS has also explicitly rejected the principle that one can use everything in Krsna's service "no matter what the source may be"since there is 
"no fear of the sinful reactions". For he said that commercial milk must be rejected because one cannot "philosophise away" that one will be freed 
from the karma incurred even if the milk is offered to Krsna: 

"So whereas we can philosophise away, or try to, the consumption of that type of blood milk doesn't really quite wash". (SRS Podcast, 15/7/18) 
Even though 5rTla Prabhupada states that, if offered to Krsna, commercial milk would be freed from sinful reaction: 

"offer to Krsna, then it's purified. Then you are free from all sinful activities. Otherwise, even if you kill vegetable, you are sinful be¬ 
cause it has got life. [...] Therefore the solution is that you take prasadam. If there is sin by eating vegetable or meat, it goes to the eater. 
We take the remnants, that's all." (Srfla Prabhupada, Room Conversation, 23/4/76) 

3) Thus, we find here a double contradiction from SRS: 

a. When it comes to money, he contradicts his position that one should not use products from unprotected cows. In this case, the contradic¬ 
tion is particularly galling, since he is happy to accept products containing cow flesh , but not milk, which he even accepts can be a bona fide prod¬ 
uct when sourced from a protected cow. 

b. When it comes to money, he sets aside his explanation that commercial cow products cannot be "purified" even if used in Krsna's service 
(SRS allowed these "nectar drops" to be published without any correction). 

Whereas, if SRS was principled , he would be consistent and adhere to his stance (even though it is wrong by SrTla Prabhupada's teachings) of 
rejecting all commercial products derived from cows. But it seems that if money is involved, he is more than happy to jettison his own principles! 

4) The cause of such contradictory, hypocritical behaviour may be explained by SRS's revealing admission that he is on the mundane platform 
of a vaisya (merchant), who is always thinking about money: 

"I always think about money. And that is the quality of a vaisya. And it's also my bloodline. [...] I'm not a brahmana, I'm a vaisya." 

(SRS, Varnasrama Seminar, published Feb 2016) 

And hence, when money was involved, it trumped his supposed principles in regards to products derived from unprotected cows, and result¬ 
ed in a double contradiction. 
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